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TO THE 
Rev. Mr. Fohn Weſley, 


. 2 


1K, 1 7 


* 


OSSIBLY, the following Letter may 
fall into. the Hands of ſome, ,who are un- 
acquainted with the Merits of the Occa- 
ſion on which I write. For the Satis- 
faction of ſuch, I muſt premiſe, That, in Novem- 
ber, 1769, 1 publiſh'd a 70 Shilling Pamphlet, 
entitled, The Doctrine of Abſolute Predeſtina- 
« tion ſtated and afferted: with a preliminary 
« Diſcourſe on the Divine Attributes. Tranſlated, 
in great Meaſure, from the Latin of Ferom 


« Zanchins.”* 


B Though 


[9 1 
Though you are neither mentioned, nor alluded 
to, throughout the whole Book; yet it could hardly 
be imagined, that a Treatiſe, apparently tending 
to lay the Axe to the Root of thoſe pernicious 
Doctrines, which, for more than thirty Years paſt, 
you have endeavored to palm on your Credulous 


Followers, with all the Sophiſtry of a Jeſuit, and 


the dictatorial Authority of a Pope; ſhould long 
paſs without” ſome Cenſure from the Hand of a 
reſtleſs Atminian, who has ſo eagerly endeavored 


do diſtinguiſh himſelf, as the Bell-Wether of his 


deluded Thouſands. 


Accordingly, i in the preſent Month of Marcb, 1770, 
out ſneaks a printed Paper (conſiſting of one Sheet, 
folded into twelve Pages; Price, One Penny) en- 
titled, The Doctrine of Abſolute Predeſtination 
ſtated and aſſerted, by the Reverend Mr; A—— 


4 Te * Wherein, you pretend to give an 


Abridgment of the Pamphlet above referred to. But, 

I. Why did you not make your Abridgment truly 
Public ? For an apparent Reaſon : Thar, "if poſſible, 
it might elude my Knowledge, and fo elcape the 


Rod. Born of a foley, Embrace, it was needful 


for the ſpurious, puſillanimous Performance to heal 
its Way into the World. Tr Rrivately crept abroad, 
from the Founder), the Seat of its Nativity; it. 
was ſold, indeed, but ſold under the Roſe; it was 
carefully circulated in the Dark; 43 the Friends, 
of Mr. J/e/ey were deſigned to be the ſole Sphere of 
„„ 0 its 


{1070 

_ ks Acquaihtance. Thus, Every one, that doth Evil, 
* hateth the Light, neither cometh to the Light, left his 
Deeds ſhould be reproved. In ſuch Conduct, I can an 
cern much of the Feſuit, but nothing of the Saint. 
I had, to this Hour, remained unapprized of the 
ſecret Stab, but for the Information received from 
Some of ſuperior Integrity to yourſelf; — J will put 
Chr:/tianity quite out of the Queſtion, and ſuppoſe 
it to have no Kind of Influence. But ſhould you nar; 
at leaſt, act as a Man of common Honor? Coma 
forth openly, Sir, in future, like an honeſt, generous 
Aſſailant ,, and, from this Moment forward, diſdain 
to act the ignoble Part of a lurking, fly Aſaſin. 

II. Why did you not abridge me faithfully and 
fairly? Why muſt you lard your ridiculous 
Compendium with Additions and Interpolations of 
your own? eſpecially, as you took the Liberty of 
prefixing my Name to it? Your Reaſons are 
obvious. My Publication had fpread among ſome 
of your People: and, the longer it continued to 
diffuſe itſelf, the more you trembled for your 
Piana. Hence, Demetrius like, you found i it need- 
ful, by the Help of a pious Fraud, to prejudice 
your Epheſians againſt the Doctrines of St. Paul. 
The Book was likely to give the Arminian Babel 
a Shake: therefore, no Way ſo effectual to ſecure 
it, as by endeavoring to ſpike the Cannon which 
was planted againſt it. That you might ſeem to 
oratify the Curioſity of your Partifans, and keep 
them really hood-winked at the ſame Tins you 
i * 1 B 2 draw 
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Fn upa flimſy, partial Compendiumof Zancnus: 
4 Compendium, which exhibits a few, detached 
Propoſitions, placed in the moſt diſadvantageous 
Point of View, and without including any Part of 
the Evidence on which they ſtand. 


But this alone was not ſufficient to compaſs the 
deſired End. Unſatisfyed with carefully and to- 
tally ſuppreſſing every Proof, alledged by Zan- 
CHIVS, in Support of his Argument; a falſe Co- 
loring muſt, likewiſe, be ſuperinduced, by inſerting 
a Sentence or two, now and then, of your own 


foiſting in. After which, you cloſe the motley 


Piece, with ah entire Paragraph, forged, every 


Word of it, by yourſelf: and conclude all, as you 


began, with ſubjoining the Initials of my Name : 
to make the Ignorant believe, that the Whole, 
with your Omiſſions, Additions, and Alterations, 
actually came from me.— An Inſtance of Auda- 
City and Falſehood, hardly to be paralleled! 


L am very far from deſiring the Reader to take 
my Word, in Proof of the Charge alledged againſt 


you. As an Inſtance of your want of Honour, 


Veracity, and Juſtice, I refer to the following 
Paragraph, 1. as publiſhed by me; and, 2. as 
quoted by you. 


2:3 3 When 


| 1 - 

„ When all the Tranſ- 
actions of Providence and 
Grace are wound up, in the 
« laſt Day; He (CHRIST) 
< will then properly fit as 
Judge, and openly publiſh, 
« and ſolemnly ratify, if I 
& may ſo ſay, His everlaſting 
«« Decrees, by receiving the 
% EleR, Body and Soul, into 
Glory: and by paſſing Sen- 
© tence. on the Non-elect 


| 


© (NoT FOR HAVING DONE | 


WHAT THEY COULD Nor 
& HELP, but) for their roilful 
& Ignorance of Divine Things, 
4 and their ob/tinate Unbelief 
& for their Omiſſions of moral 
% Duty, and for their repeated 
« Iniquities and Tranſgreſ- 
< ons.” Doctr. of Abſ. 
Predeſt, Page 87. 


Whether my View of 


3 1 


| 


— 


TER 
<<In the laſt Day, CRI 
vill ſit as Judge; andopen- 
<« ly publiſh, and ſolemnly 
„ ratify His everlaſting De- 
e crees, by receiving the 
*« Elect into Glory, and by 
| * paſſing Sentence on the 
< Non-ele&t (vor ron 
HAVING DONE WHAT 
*© THEY COULD NOT 
„ HELP, but) for their 
* wilful Ignorance of Divine 
Things, and their ob/ti- 
© nate Unbelief; for their 
* Omiſſions of moral Duty, 
e and for their repeated 
Iniquities and Tranſgreſ- 
„ fions WHICH THEY 
* COULD NOT HELP.” 


Meſiey's Abridgment, P. 9. 


ö 


the Doctrine itſelf be, 


in fact, right, or wrong; is no part of the pre- 
ſent Enquiry : The queſtion is, Have you quoted 
me fairly? Bluſh, Mr. Weſiey, if you are capable 


of bluſhing. For once, 


publicly acknowledge 


yourſelf to, have acted criminally : * Unleſs,” to uſe 
your own. Words on another Occaſion, * Shame 
= and you have ſhook Hands and parted. vo 

; Your 


V Joys Abridgment, P. 12. 


t 1 


Tour concluding Paragrapli, which you have 
the Effrontery to palm on the World as mize, 
runs thus The Sum of all is this; One in 
« Twenty (ſuppoſe) of Mankind are elected; Nine- 
teen in Twenty are reprobated. The Elect ſhall 
& be ſaved, do what they will; the Reprobate 
4 ſhall be damned, do what they can. Reader, 
« believe this, or be Sy. Witneſs x 
4 Hand, A— T— | 1 ( 


In almoſt any other Caſe, a ſimilar ** . 
tranſmit the Criminal to Virginia or Maryland, 
if not to Yyburn. If sven an Opponent can be 
deemed an boneſt Man, where ſhall we find 4 
Knave ? — What would you think of me, was [ 
intamous enough to abridge any Treatiſe of yours, 
ſprinkle it with Interpolations, and conclude it 
thus: Reader, buy this Book, or be damned. 
* Witneſs my Hand, Fohn gt r 


And is it ruus you contend for Victory ? are 
THESE the Weapons of your Warfare? Is Tas,” 
bearing down thoſe, who differ from you, with 


 Meekneſs ? Do you call Tas, binding with Cords 


of Love ? Away, for Shame, with ſuch diſinge- 
Huous Artifices At leaft, endeavour to conceal 
that narrow, Sectarian Spirit, which betrays itſelf, 
more or leſs, in almoſt every Thing you write. 


Renounce the low, ſerpentine Cunning, which 


Sus 


* 
puts you on falh hing, what you find yourſelf 
unable to refute. And, as you regard your Cha- 
racer, and the Cauſe you eſpouſe ; diſmiſs thoſe 
dirty ſubterfuges (the laſt reſources of mean, 
malicious Impotence), which degrade | the Man of 
Parts into a lying Sophifter, and ſink a Divine 
beneath the level of an Oyſter- woman. Ceaſe 
to fight, like the French, with old Nails, and broken 
. Charge fairly, and fire as forcibly as you 

But, if you perſiſt to employ the Weapons 


| of Scurriicy and Falſchood ; the Splinters will 


17 
* 


TP 
* 


not only recoil on yourſelf, but you will conti 
nue to be ee for a T heological e 


| And why ſhould you, of all People in the 
World, be fo very angry. with the Dodrines of 
Grace? Forget not the Days and Months that 
are paſt. Remember, that it once depended on 
the Toſs of a Shilling, whether you yourſelf ſhould, 
be a Calviniſt or an Arminian. Tails fell up- 
permoſt, and you reſolved to be an Univerſal; N. 
Twas an happy Throw: for it confign'd © you- 
to the Tents of Arminius. It ſaved us from the 
Company of a Man, who, by a kind of religi- 
ous Gambling, peculiarly his own, riſqued his 
Faith on the moſt contemptible of all Lots 
and was capable of toſſing up for his Creed, as 
Porters, or Chairmen, tols up 135 an Half: penny. 


= | J have 


- 


1 4 
x have read of Princes, and other. eminent 
Perſons, who, having riſen, from ignoble Life, to 
Greatneſs; took Care to have ſome ſtriking Me- 
morials, of their former Obſcurity, frequently 
in their View: by way of a Counterpoiſe to Pride, 
and as a Preſervative from being exalted above 
Meaſure. When, from the Pinnacle of your own 
Importance, you look down upon the Advocates 
for Free Grace, and conſider them as Reptiles, 
to be treated as you pleaſe; only recolle& the 
humbling Circumſtance, of which I have juſt 
reminded you: And repreſs the complacent Swell- 
ings of Self- adulation, by ſome ſuch Soliloquy as 
this ; © I have been in Danger, myſelf, of be- 
| © lieving that St. Paul ſays true, when he de- 
« clares, that God hath Mercy on whom he will 
& have Mercy. How precious was the Shilling, 
c and, above all, how lucky was the Throw, 
< which convinced me of St. Paul's Miſtake !” 
Forgive us, Sir, if we as implicitly determine 
aur Faith, by the Scriptures; as you determined 
gours, by the ſplendid Shilling. 


But, even ſince this memorable Epocha, you 
have by no means proved yourſelf that Ready 
Arminian, you would have the World believe. 
Proteus like, you diſdain to be ſhackled and cir- 
, cumſcribed by any certain Form. There are 
Times, when you differ as much from your 


preceding 


il 9 *'F 


preceding Self, as you do, at all Times; from 
the reſt of Mankind. Poſſeſſed of more than 
ſerpentine Elability, you caſt your Slough, not 
once a Year, but, almoſt, once an Hour. Hence, 
your innumerable Inconfiſtencies, and flagrant Self- 
contradictions; the jarring of your Principles (ever 
at inteſtin War with each other), and the In- 
coherence of your religious Syſtem. Your Scheme 
of Doctrines reminds me of the Feet of a cer- 
tain viſionary Image, which, as the facred Pen- 
man acquaints us, ſeem'd to be compos'd of 
Iron and Clay : heterogeneous Materials, which 
may, indeed, be put together, but will never 
incorporate with each other. Somewhat like the 
| Neeromantic Soup, of which you have, probably, 
read, in the Tragedy of MacBeTa ; your Doc- 
trines may be ſtirred into a chaotic Jumble, 
but Witehcraft itſelf would ſtrive in vain to bring 
them into Co-alition.—On the contrary, Evans 
gelical Truth knows nothing of this Harlequin 
Aſſemblage. It is not, like Jeſepb's Coat, of 
many Colors; nor made up of a Patch from 
Donatus, of another from Pelagius, and a third 
from Arminius: but is invariably ſimple, uni- 
form, and harmonious; reſembling the Robe of 
its adorable Teacher, which was without Seam, 
and woven, from the Top, throughout. - 


On one Occaſion, you had the Candor to own 
your Levity, as to points of Faith. I am acquainted 
C with 


f w 1 


with a very reſpectable Perſon (Mr. J. D.) who, 
not many Years ago, taking the Freedom to tell 
you, that Your Prejudices, like armed Men, 
<« ſtood, with their Swords ready drawn, to guard 
all the Paſſes of Conviction, and hew down 
« every Truth as faſt as it preſented itſelf to 
« your Mind;” you had the unuſual Honeſty 
to anſwer; © Ah! Sir! if you knew how diſ- 
<« treſſed I have been, what Doctrines I ſhould 
% embrace, and-how I have been TOSSED ABOUT 
© FROM SYSTEM To SYSTEM, you'd think me 
<* the. moſt open to | Conviction, and the leaſt 
liable to Prejudice, of any Man you ever 


knew.“ — This Anſwer did you real Honor: 
for, I am perſuaded, you ſpoke true. Yet, why 


ſhould you, who have been ſo remarkably zofſed 
about, take upon you to revile thoſe who have 
been enabled to ſtand faſt? J hope, for your 
own ſake, that you will never ceaſe teſſing about, 
till you have gain'd the Harbor of Truth: 
and that, amidſt all your manifold ſhifting from 
Syſtem to Syſtem, you will, at length, be enabled 
to fix on the only right Syſtem, which aſſerts 
the Lawfulneſs of God's * what b will with 
his own. 


1 am "20ld, the Penny-ſheet (which occaſions 
this. free Addreſs) is to be followed, ſome Time 
hence, by a Four-penny Pamphlet againſt Zancnvs: 

Wherein 


* 
u 1 ö 
> Wherein you are to beſiege the Doctrine of Pre- 
deſtination in Form. Commence the Siege, and 
welcome. Open your Trenches, and plant your 
Batteries. Bring forth your ſtrong Arguments, 
and play them off with Vigor. J publicly pro- 
feſs, and fubſcribe my Name to it, that, if 1 
cannot beat you back, I'Il freely capitulate, and 
own myſelf conquered. But remember, that, if 
you would do any Thing to Purpoſe, you 
muſt make a regular Attack. You muſt en- 
counter the Whole of Zancnivs, and take his 
x Arguments in their regular Connection and De- 
pendency on each other. You muſt go through 
with my Preface, which I prefix d to my Tran- 
ſlation of that great Man. Having carry'd and 
diſmantled the Out-work, you muſt next proceed 
to demoliſh the Diſſertation on the Divine At- 
tributes : which having deſtroyed, you are, next, 
to aſſail the Citadel; I mean, thoſe five ſtubborn 
Chapters, which make up the Body of the Trea- 
tiſe itſelf. All the Allies, or the Arguments drawn 
from Scripture and Reaſon, muſt likewiſe be put 
to the Sword. This ſhould you attempt to do, 
in a Manner worthy of a Scholar and a Divine 
I ſhall have no Objection (if Life and Health 
continue)- to meaſuring Swords, or breaking a 
Pike, with you. Controverſy, properly conducted, + 
is a Friend to Truth, and no Enemy to Bene- 
volence. When the Flint and the Steel are in 
py C 2 Conflict, 


t 
Conflict, ſome Sparks may iſſue, which may both 
warm and enlighten.— Bux I have no Notion of 
encountering a , ind mill, in lieu of à Giant. If, 
therefore, you come againſt me (as now) with 
Straws, inſtead, of Artillery; and with Ghaff, in 
the Room of Ammunition 3 I ſhall diſdain to give 
| you Battle: 1 ſhall _ langh at you from the 


Ramparts. 

Much tefs, if you deſcend to ur cuſtomary 
Recourſe, of Falſe Quotations, deſpicable Invective, 
and unſupported Dogmatiſine; ; ſhall I hold my- 
ff obliged to, again, enter the Liſts with you. 
An Opponent, who thinks to add Weight to his 
Arguments, by Scurrility and Abuſe ; . 
the inſane Perſon, who rolled Himſelf in Mud, 
in order to make himſelf fine. I would no more 
enter into a formal Controverſy, with ſuch a Scrib- 
bler, than I would contend, tor the Wall, with a a 
Chimney-ſweeper, 


When ſome of your Friends 'gave out, two-or 
three Months before your late doughty Pub- 
| lication,” that Mr. John (as they call you) was 
putting himſelf up, in order to anſwer the Tran- 
ſlator of Zaxchius; I really imagined, that ſome- 
thing tolerably reſpectable was going to make 
its Appearance. But 


| Quid dignum tanto tulit hic Promiſſor Hiatu? 
After 


= 


181 «x; 
After the teeming Mountain had been nt 
1% a competent Time, long enough to have been 
brought to bed of an HERCULES; forth creeps 
a puny, toothleſs Mouſe] a Mouſe, of Heteroge- 
neous Kind: having little more than its Head 
and Tail * from YOU; and the main of its Body 
made up of ſome- \nkngſed, « caſtrated 9 
from ZANCHIUS, _ t ts 


Carrente Rotd, cur Urceus Luz ? 


IfI may IPA of the Future, by the Paſt, and 
__ you amend greatly in a ſhort Time; your 
Four-penny. Supplement, when it appears, will be 
no leſs inconſiderable, than the Penny Sheet, already 
extant. And, as Mouſe is not cheap, at a Pen; 
I am very apprehenſive, the Rat, when it — 
out, will be far too deat at a Great. | 


* 


Hitherto, your Treatment of n re- 
ſembles That of ſome clumſy, bungling Auatomiſt: 
who, in the Diſſection of an Animal, dwells much 
on the larger and more obvious Particulars; but 
quite omits the Nerves, the Muſcles, and the moſt 
— Parts of the complicate Machine. Thus, 

in your piddling Extract from the Pamphlet you 
have thought proper to curtail, you only give a 
few of the larger Outlines; without at all entering 
into the ng of the Subject, or ſo much as pro- 

| ' duting 


Tue Advertiſement, on the Back-fide of Mr. Vg os Tiue· 
page; and his concluding Paragraph, P. 12, 
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ducing (fo far from attempting to refute) any of the 


turning Points, on which the Argument depends. 
Wrench the fineſt Eye, that ever ſhone in a Lady's 
Head, from its ſocket; and it will appear fright- 
ful and deformed : whereas, in its natural Con- 
nection, the Symmetry and Brilliancy, the Expreſ- 
ſiveneſs and the Beauty, are conſpicuous. So it, 
often, fares with Authors. A detached Sentence, 
artfully miſplaced, or unſeaſonably introduced; 
maliciouſly applied, or unfairly cited; may appear 
to carry an Idea, the very Reverſe of its real Mean- 
ing. But re-place the diſlocated Paſſage, and its 
Propriety and Importance are reſtored. I would 
wiſh every unprejudiced Perſon, into whoſe Hands 
your Abridgment of my Tranſlation has fallen, to 
ſuſpend his Judgment concerning it, till he ſees 
the Tranſlation itſelf. On comparing the Two 
together, he will, at once, perceive, how candid 


and boneſt you are; and what Quantity of Confi- 
dence may be repoſed on your Integrity as a Citer. 


When I advert to the unjuſt and indecent Man- 
ner, in which you attacked the late excellent Mr. 
Hervey ; above all, when I conſider how daringly 
free you have made with THE SCRIPTURES 
themſelves, both in your Commentaries, and in 
your Alterations of the Text itſelf; I ceaſe to 


wonder at the audacious Licentiouſneſs of your 
, Pen, reſpecting me. I ſhould rather wonder, if 


you treated ay Opponent with Equity, or. can- 
vaſſed 


7s 1 
vaſfed any Subject impartially. Riſe but once to 
THIS, and I ſhall both wonder and rejoice, 


You give me to tat; that I am brs 
A young Tranſlator.” Granted. Better, how- 
ever, to be à young Tranſlator, than an old Pla- 
giary. Which of our ancient. Divines have you 
not evaporated, and ſpoiled ? and made them ſpeak 
a Language, when dead; which they would have 
ſtarted from, with Horror, when alive ? 


Zet, Brutus is an honorable Man ! | 


How miſerably have you pillaged even my Pub- 
lication ? Books, when ſent into the World, are, 
no doubt, in ſome Senſe, public Property. ZAx- 
cH1us, if you choſe to, buy him, was yours to 
read; and, if you thought yourſelf equal to the 
Undertaking, was yours to anſwer : but he was 
not yours, to mangle. Remember, how narrowly 
you' eſcaped a Profecution, ſome Years ago, for 
Pirating the Poems of Dr. Youns. 


I das wiſh you to "TA your Hands from 
literary Picking and Stealing. However, if you 
cannot refrain from this Kind of Stealth, you can 
abſtain from murdering what you ſteal. You ought 
not, with Ahab, to kill, as well as take Poſſeſſion : 
nor, Giant like, to ſtrew the Area of your Caſtle 
with the Bones of ſuch Authors as you have ſeized 
and ſlain. 
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On moſt Occaſions, you are too prone to ſet up 
your own infallible Judgment as the very Lapis 
Lydius of Right and Wrong. Hence the Firebrands, 
Arrows, and-Death, which you hurl at thoſe, who 
preſume to vary from the Oracles you didate. 


Hence, particularly, your illiberal and malevolent 
Spleen againſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters ; though, 


yourſelf 


Ho little is the Cafe mended at the Meeting? either 


„the Teachers are wew-light Men, denying . the Lord that 


* bought them; or they are Predeſtinariant, and fo preach Pre- 
*. deſtination and final Perſeverance, more or leſs. Nor is it 
« expedient for any Methodiſt Preacher to imitate the Diſſen- 
« ters in their Manner of Praying: either in his Tone, or in his 
Language, or in the Length of his Prayer. Neither ſhould we 
* ſing, like them, in a flow, drawling manner. We ſing ſwift, 
both becauſe it ſaves Time, and becauſe it tends to awake 
and enliven the Soul.“ 0 | „ 
Mr. We/tey's Preſerv. againſt Unſettled Notions, P. 244. 


How much more Politely, not to ſay Cordialiy, this Gen- 
fleman ſhakes Hands with the Papiſa, let his own Words de- 
Clare : «« Can nothing be done, even allowing us, on both ſides, 
* to retain our own Opinions, for the ſoftening our aa 
© towards each other? — My Dear Friend, conſider. .I am 
not perſuading you to leave or change your Religion: but tg 
follow after that Fear and Love of God, without which, all 
Religion is vain. I ſay not a Word to you, about your 
* Opinions, or outward Manner of Worſhip. — We ought, with- 
out this endleſs jangling about Opinions, to provoke one 
another to Love and to good Works. Let the Points, wherein 
« we differ, ſtand aſide. Here are enough, wherein we agree. 
« O Brethren, let us not fill fall out by the Way!” 


Mr. W:/tey's Letter to a Roman Catholic, P. 4, 8, 10. 
Far be it from me, to charge Mr. Weſley with a Fondneſs 


for all the groſſer Parts of Popery. Yet, | fear, the Partition, 


between that Church and Him, is ſomewhat hinner than might 
be wiſhed, Or, rather, like the loving Pyramus and 7 ike, 
they endeavor to remedy the Want of a perfect Co-alition, 
by kiſſing each other through an Hole in the Wall. | 


Pe” TM, es 
yourſelf are, in many reſpects, a Diſſenter of the 
worſt Kind. I would not, however, by this De- 
claration, be underſtood as if I meant. to diſhonor 
that reſpectable Body, by claſſing you with THEM; 
for you ſtand alone, and are a Piſſenter of a Caſt 
peculiar to yourſelf, And yet, like Henry I. you 
are for making the Length of your own Arm, the 
Standard-meaſure for every Body elſe. No wonder, 
therefore, that you. eminently inherit the Fate of 
Iſhmael : that your Hand is againſt every Man, and 
every Man's Hand againſt you. Strange! that one, 
who pleads, ſo ſtrenuouſly, for univerſal Love in 
the Deity ; ſhould adopt ſo little of the Love, for 
which he pleads? that a Perſon, of Principles ſo 
large, ſhould have an Heart ſo narrow! Bigots, of 
every Denomination, are much the ſame: and, of 
all Vices, Bigotry is one of the meaneſt and moſt 
miſchievous. Its ſhriveled, contracted Breaſt leaves 
no Room for the noble Virtues to dilate and play. 
Candor, Benevolence, - and Forbearance, become 
ſmothered and extinguiſhed: partly, from being 
crampt by Littleneſs of Mind; partly, from being 
overwhelmed with Intellectual Duſt. Bigotry, is a 
determined Enemy to Truth; inaſmuch as it eſſen- 
tially interferes with Freedom of Enquiry, reſtrains 
the grand indefeaſible Right of private Judgment, 
confines our Regards to @ Party, and, by limiting 
the Extent of Moderation and mutual Gaod- will, 
tears up CHarITY by the very Roots. In ſhort, 
Bigotry is the very Eſſence of Popery; and, tag 
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®* « How little is the Caſe mended at the Meeting? either 
«© the Teachers are zew-/ight Men, denying . the Lord that 
bought them; or they are Predeftinarianr, and fo preach Pre- 
« deſtination and final Perſeverance, more or leſs. Nor is it 
« expedient for any Methodiſt Preacher to imitate the Diſſen- 
« ters in their Manner of Praying: either in his Tone, or in his 
Language, or in the Length of his Prayer. Neither ſhould we 
Ang, like them, in a flow, drawling manner. We ſing ſwift, 
both becauſe it ſaves Time, and becauſe it tends to awake 
and enliven the Soul,” | | 


Mr. We/ley's Preſerv. againſt Unſettled Notions,” P. 244. 


How much more Politely, not to ſay Cordiall, this Gen- 
tleman ſhakes Hands with = Papiſts, 12 his a e de. 
clare: Can nothing be done, even allowing us, on both ſides, 
* to retain our own Opinions, for the ſoftening our Hearts 
* towards each other? — My Dear Friend, conſider. .I am 
«© not perſuading you to leave or change your Religion: but to 
follow after that Fear and Love of Gop, without which, all 
Religion is vain. I fay not a Word to you, about your 
a Opinions, or outward Manner of Worſhip. — We ought, with. 
+ out this endleſs jangling about Opinions, to provoke one 
another to Love and to good Works. Let the Points, wherein 
« we differ, ſtand aſide. Here are enough, wherein we agree. 
« O Brethren, let us not ſtill fall out by the Way!” 


Mr. Weſtey's Letter to a Roman Catholic, P. 4, 8, 10. 5 


Far be it from me, to charge Mr. Weſley with a Fondneſs 
for ail the groſſer Parts of Popery. Yet, fear, the Partition, 
between that Church and Him, is ſomewhat /hinner than might 
be wiſhed. Or, rather, like the loving Pyramus and 7 Aale, 
they endeavor to remedy the Want of a perfect Co-alition, 

by kiſſing each other through an Hole in the Wall. 
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yourſelf are, in many reſpects, a Diſſenter of ths 
worſt Kind. I would not, however, by this De- 
claration, be underſtood as if I meant to diſhonor 
that reſpectable Body, by claſſing you with THEM n 
for you ſtand alone, and are a Diſſenter of a Caſt 
peculiar to yourſelf, And yet, like Henry I, you | 
are for making the Length of your own Arm, the 

Standard-meaſure for every Body elſe. No wonder, 
- therefore, that you. eminently inherit the Fate of 
Ihmael : that your Hand is againſt every Man, and 
every Man's Hand againſt you. Strange ! that one, 
who pleads, ſo ſtrenuouſly, for univerſal Love in 
the Deity ; ſhould adopt ſo little of the Love, for 
which he pleads! that a Perſon, of Principles fo 
large, ſhould have an Heart ſo narrow! Bigots, of 
every Denomination, are much the ſame: and, of 
all Vices, Bigotry is one of the meaneſt and moſt 
miſchievous. Its ſhriveled, contracted Breaſt leaves 
no Room for the noble Virtues to dilate and play. 

Candor, Benevolence, and Forbearance, become 
ſmothered and extinguiſhed: partly, from being 
crampt by Littleneſs of Mind; partly, from being 
overwhelmed with Intellectual Duſt. Bigotry, is a 
determined Enemy to Truth; inaſmuch as it eſſen- 
tially interferes with Freedom of Enquiry, reſtrains 
the grand indefeaſible Right of private Judgment, 
confines our Regards to @ Party, and, by limiting 
the Extent of Moderation and mutual Good-will, 
tears up Chakirv by the very Roots. In ſhort, 
II is the very Eſſence of Popery; and, tog 
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eben leads its Votaries, before they are aw are, 
into the Boſom of that pretended Church, whoſe - 


Doctrines and Maxims are the worſt Corruption of 


the beſt Religion that ever was. And, though this 
baneful Vice is fo uncomfortable, even to them that 
entertain it; ſo unreaſonable, in itſelf ; ſo contrary to 
the Genius of the Goſpel; and ſo extenſively per- 
nicious, in its Effects; yet, is it not as common, as it 
is deteſtable ? May All Gop's Children be enabled 


to caſt it, with the reſt of their Idols, to the Moles 


on to the Bats! 


| "Wd have, obliquely, given me a ſneering Lec- 
ture upon Modeſty, Self-diffidence, and Tender- 
nue to Opponents: And, it muſt be owned, 
that the Leſſon comes with a peculiar Grace, 
and quite in Character, from YOU, The Words 


Jound well: But, 1 fear, like many other Pre- 


{cribers, you /, and do not. Elſe, why do you 


repreſent me as telling my Readers, that they | 


muſt, upon Pain of Damnation, believe, that 
only One Perſon in Twenty is elected?“ Why 
do you introduce me as enjoining them to be- 
lieve, under the ſame Penalty, that © The Elect 
„ ſhall be ſaved, do what they will; and the 
© Reprobate damn'd, do what they can?“ This ; 
is a Sample, indeed, of your own Modeſty, Ten- 
derneſs, and Self-diffidence : but, God forbid, that 


I ſhould. give ſuch diſmal Proof of mine. 1, be- 


lieve, 


T1 


lieve, and Preach, that the Choſen and Ran- 
ſom'd of the Lord are appointed to Salvation 
through Santtification of the Spirit, and Belief of 
the Truth: And, with regard to the reſt, that 
they will be Condemn'd, not for doing what they 
can in a moral Way, but for NOT doing what 
they can: for not believing the Goſpel Report; 
and for not ordering their Converſation accord- 
ing to it. 


Let me likewiſe aſk you, when, or where, I 
ever preſumed to aſcertain the Number of God's 
Elect? Point out the Treatiſe and the Page, 
wherein I aſſert, that «© One in Twenty of Man- 
« kind are Eleted.” The Book of Life is not 
in your keeping, nor in mine. The. Lord, and 
the Lord only, knoweth them that are His. He 
alone, who zelleth the Number of the Stars, and 
calleth them all by their Names; calleth alſo his 
own Sheep by Name, and leadeth them out ; firſt, 
from a State of Sin into a State of Grace, and 


then into the State of Glory. , Yet, as the Learned 


and Devout Beza expreſſes himſelf, “ ſhall 
never bluſh to abide by that Simplicity, which 
« the Holy Spirit, ſpeaking in the Scriptures, 
« hath been pleaſed to adopt: And *tis but 
too certainl, that, in the Scriptures, are ſuch aw- 

7 I 2 | ful 
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ful Paſſages as theſe; Broad is the Muy, an 
5 wide the Gate, birth leadeth to Deſtruction, and 
Many there be that go in thereat: While, on 
| the other Hand, Straight is the Gate, and nar- 
| rot is the Way, that leadeth unto Life, and rEw 
there be that find it. Maxx are called, but rzw 
choſen. — Fear not, 11TTLE Flock ;, for tis your 
Father's good Pleaſure to give you the Kingdom.— 
There is a REMNANT, according to the Election 
of Grace. Declarations, of this tremendous Im- 
port, inſtead of -furniſhing you with Fuel for 
Contention, and ſetting you on a preſumptuous 
and fruitleſs Calculation of the Number that ſhall 
be fav'd, or loſt; ſhould rather bring you on 
* Knees before God, with your Hand upon 
your Breaſt, and this Cry in your Lips :.* Search 
«.me, O Lord, and try me; prove me alſo, and 
, examine my Thoughts. Shew me, to which 
, Claſs I belong. Give me ſolid Proof that my 
« Name is in the Lamb's Book of Life, by 
„ making it clear to me that I am in the Faith.“ 
And ever remember, that true Faith utterly diſ- 
claims all Ground of Pretenſion to Juſtification 
and Eternal Life; but on the ſole Footing of 
God's abſolute Grace, and the Meſſiah's finiſd d 
Redemption. PzLaG1anisM is for ſerving the 
Deity, as Pope Celeſtine UI. is ſaid to have treated 
the Emperor Henry VI. It quite kicks off the Crown 
| from the Head of Sovereign Grace : and makes the 
| * 
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Will of God bend, and truckle, and ſhape itſelf t_ 
the Caprice of Man. Arminianism, ſomewh. 
more ſpecious, but altogether as pernicious, cuts 
the Crown in two, and fairly runs away with 
Half. On the contrary, that FAITH which is 
of Divine Operation, acts like the Emperor 
Charles V. when he retired from .the Throne : 
It refgns the Crown entirely, and #enounces it for 


ever, without reſerving ſo much as a ſingle Jewel 
For Itſelf. 


Should the. Holy Spirit vouchſafe to lead you 
thus far; you will, then, no longer be ready to 
object, that · The Ek ſhall be ſavd, do what 
<« they will:“ For you'll know, by Heart-felt 
Experience, that the Converted Ele& are, and 
cannot but be, ambitious to perform all thoſe 
good Works, in which God hath ordained them 
to walk; and to act worthy of Him, who hath 
graciouſly and effectually called them to = King- 
dom and RA | 

Your proteridic Fear of e CV like 
your real Fear of the Comet, which was expected 
to have appear'd a few Years back, is per- 
fectly idle and chimerical. You publicly teſ- 
rify'd your Apprehenſions, that the latter would 
dry up our Rivers, and hurn up our Vegeta- 
bles, if not reduce the Earth itſelf to a Cinder. 
But your Prophecies prov'd to be © The baſe- 
">" 


I 


& leſs. Fabric of a Viſion;” and our Rivers, 
Trees, and Earth, remain as they were.— Nor will 
the Doctrines of Grace, experimentally received 


into the Heart, deſtroy, or weaken, the Obliga- 


tions of moral Virtue, On the contrary,. they 


will operate on the Practice, not like your ſcorch- 


ing Comet on our Globe; but like the genial 
Beams of the Sun: which diffuſe Gladneſs, and 
occaſion Fruitfulneſs, wherever they ariſe. Who- 
ever wiſhes in earneſt to lead a new Life, muſt, 
firſt, cordially embrace the good old Doctrine of 
Salvation by Grace alone. — In ſhort, your own 
Tenet, of finleſs Perfection, leads, directly, to the 
groſſeſt Antinomianiſm. I once knew a Lady, 


whom , you had inveigled into your Pale, and 


who, in a ſhort Space, profeſt herſelf perfect. Be- 
ing in her Company, ſome Time after, I pointed 
out a Part of her Conduct, which, to me, ſeem'd 
hardly compatible with a ſinleſs State. Her An- 
ſwer was to this Effect: You are no compe- 
« tent Judge of my Behaviour. You are not, 
66 yourſelf, perfectly ſanctified; and” therefore ſee 


my Tempers and Actions through a falſe Me- 


« dium. I may, to you, ſeem angry: but my 
Anger is only Chriſtian Zeal.” — could, more- 
over, mention the Names of ſome of your quondam 


Followers, who, from profeſſing themſelves fin- 
leſs, have caſt off all Appearance of Godlineſs, 
and are working all Manner of Iniquity with Gree- 
dineſs. If you are in ſearch of Antinomians, truly 


and 


[SY] LS 
and juſtly ſo called; you muſt look for them, 
not among thoſe whom you term Calviniſts, but 
among your own hair-brained Perfectioniſts. Had 
not you yourſelf (to remind you of but one In- 
ſtance) a Proof of it, not very long ago? You 
formed a Scheme, of collecting as many perfe# 
ones as you could, to live together under one Roof. 
A Number of theſe Flowers were accordingly. 
tranſplanted, from ſome of your Nurſery-beds, to 
the Hot-houſe. And an hat Houſe it ſoon proved, 
For, would we believe it? the /inle/s People guar- 
i relled, in a ſhort Time, at ſo violent a Rate, that 
you found yourſelf forced to diſband the Select 
Regiment. A very ſmall Houſe, I am perſuaded,” 
would hold the really Perfect, upon Earth. You 
might drive them ALL into a Nusſbell. But to 
return. | | 


I cannot diſmiſs your Obje&ion, concerning 
the ſuppoſed Fewneſs of Gop's truly elect People, 
without obſerving, that, how few ſoever they may 
appear, and really be, in a ſingle Generation, and 
as balanced with the Many Unrighteous among 
whom they live below; yet, when the- whole 
Number of the Redeemer's Jewels is made up — 
when the entire Harveſt of His Saints is gathered 
in — when His complete Myſtic Body is preſented, 
collectively, before the Throne of His Father; 
they will amount to an exceeding great Multitude, 
which no Man can number. On Earth, the Com- 


pany 
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pany of the Faithful may, to us, who know but 
in Part, reſemble Elijab's Cloud, which, at firſt, 
ſeemed no bigger than a Man's Hand : whereas, in 
the Day of Gop, they will be found to overſpread 
the whole Heavens. They may appear, Now, to 

uſe Jſaiab's Phraſe, but as To or Three Berries on 
the Top of a Bough, or as four or five in the moſt 
fruitful Branches thereof; but they ſhall, THeN, bg 
like the Tree in Nebuchadnezzar's Viſion, the 
Height of which reached unto Heaven, and the Sight 
of it to the End of all the Earth: the Leaves whereof 
were fair, and the Fruit thereof much. The King- 
dom of Glory will both be more /argely, and more 
variouſly, peopled ; than Bigots, of all Denomina- 
tions, are either able to think, or willing to allow, 


Go now, Sir, and'dazzle the Credulous with your 
mock Victory over the ſuppoſed Reprobation of 
« Nineteen in Twenty.” Go on to chalk hideous 
Figures on your Wainſcot ; and enjoy the glorious 
Triumph of battering your Knuckles in fighting 
them. But father no more of your hideous Figures 

on me. Do not dreſs up Scare-crows of your own, 
and then affect to run away from them as mine. 
I do not expect to be treated, by Mr. John Weſley, 
with the Meekneſs and Candor of a Chriſtian; but 
I wiſh him, for his Reputation's Sake, to write and ; 

act with the Honeſty of an Heathen. 


Lou would chuſe to be deemed a Miniſter of 
the — Church. Why, then, do you decry 
| her 
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her DoFrines,. and, as far as in you les, ap her 
Diſcipline? That you decry her Doctrines, needs 
no Proof: Witneſs, for Example, the wide Diſ- 
crepancy between Her Deciſions, and Yours, on the 
Articles of Free- will, Fuſtification,  Predeftination, 
Perſeverance, and finleſs Perfection; to ſay nothing 
concerning your new-fangled Doctrine of the In- 
erer ws of * n ar p 
** '2 75 „ TP. Þ 


That you, likewiſe, do not bernd with Zeal 
for the Diſcipline of the Church of England, is 
manifeſt, not only from the numerous and intricate 
Regulations, with which you fetter your Societies; 
but from the Meaſures you lately perſued, when a 
foreign Mendicant was in England, who went by 
the Name of Eraſmus, and ſtyled” himſelf Biſhop of 
Arcadia. This old Gentleman paſſed for a Prelate 
of the Greet Church; though, to me, it ſeems not 
improbable, that he might rather be a Member of 
the Romiſb. Thus much, however, is certain; 
that the Chaplains of the then Raſſian Ambaſſador, 
here, knew nothing about him; and that, to this 
| W 15 „ e in Amſterdam, wants him 

e e 


In Mr, nale fir fr Edition of his Notes cn the New Teſ: 
tament, publiſh'd in 1755, are the Two following Aſſertions: 
than which, even he himſelf has, ary em 4 gy a more 
. ſtriking Specimen of Preſumption and « Enocyu 
% and ELIJAH are not in Heaven, but —4 in 1 Note 
on ohn iii. 13. Enocu and ELIIAH enter d at once into the 


igheft Degree of Glory, without firſt waiting in Paradiſe. 


1 Rev. xix. 20.— This it is, to be 9 ; 
written ! 
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t him bean 
1 of your"Lay-preathets, according to the 


Bae of what he called che cheat Ritual? 3520 
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2. Did theſe 147 ee of yours, or did they 
not, both drefs, and efficiaze, as Clergymen af the 


nation? And under the Sanction of your on 
avowed Approbation? notwithſtanding, putting 
Matters at the; beſt, they could only be Miniſters 
no legal Right to act as NMiniſters of the Church of 
England ? Nay, did you not, repeatedly, declare, 


chat their Ordination was, to all Intents and Pur- 


paſes, as valid, as your own, ga 7 ane 
forty Years eee ee K ot3 
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3. Did vom. or. did 500 ot, —.— a this 
de Greek Biſhop to confecrate YOU a Biſhap 
at Large, that you might be inveſted with a Power 
of ordaining what Miniſters you pleaſed, to officiate 
in your Societies as Clergymen? And, did he not 


| refuſe io conſecrate you, alledging this for his 


Reaſon, That, according to the Canons of the 
Greek Church, more than one Biſhop muſt he 
preſent to aſſiſt at the Conſecration of a new 
one? : * 
| 4. In 


. Ia all this, dia 786. or did you not, pal- 
pably violate a certam Oath, which you have repeat - 
edly taken? I mean the Onth of RE, 1 | 
of N runs —_— | 

40 J ee —— rox gon N Per- 
fon, PRELATE, State, or Potentate, | bath, or ougbi 
to have, am Juriſdichion, Pow x, Superiority, Pre. 
ennnonce,' or Authority, F0CLESIAavTICAL er Spt1- 
RITUAL, within this Realm: jo belp'me Gp. Now, 
is nbt the Conferring of Orders an Act of the higheſt | 
Eeclęſiaſtical Power and Authority ?' And was not 
this Man 4 Foreigner? And Were not the Steps, 
you . took, a poſitivg Acknowledgurent. of | a fo- 
reign. Power. aud; Furiſdiclian? \And was not ſueh 
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R ee not. whetber eee in n fi, 
an Impoſtor, or a genuine Greek Biſhop. Un- 
leſs au was very anſincere, you took him to &e 
what he paſt for. H you did not, you was Party 

to a Fraud. Either Way, pretend no donger to 
love the Church of England! you, hol ſſo lately 
endeaver d to fer, up {pperium in Imperiol If 
you: are mrs. will either. publicly gonfeſs 
your Fault; or, for ever, throw aſide your Gown 

404 Caſſock. You will either return to the Ser- 

vice of the Church, or ceaſe to wear her Li- 
very. — Tou may think, perhaps, that I make too 
free, in expoſtulating with you ſo plainly. And 
yet, on maturer, Thought, I queſtion, whether 
| N - © you 


L 
vou may or not. Hor can Mr. Weſley; who, 
on all. Occaſions, makes ſo very free with others; 


be angry with young, Tranſlators, for copying (tho at 


humble Diſtance) ſo venerable an Example ? Nor, 


indeed, ought a Perſon, who, beyond even what 


Truth and Decency permit, takes ſo great Li- 
berties with the reſt of his Contemporaries; to 
wonder, if, ſo far as Decency and Truth allow, 
the reſt of bis ne take as eee Li- 
ne with "I > tan owt 

You b I am told, that the Rvangeti 
cal Clergy are leaving no Stone unturn'd *-to 
4. raiſe Jobn Calvins Ghoſt, in all Quarters of 
the Land.“ If you think the Doctrines of 
that Eminent and Bleſſed Reformer to be for- 


midable as a Ghoſt; you are welcome to do all 


you can, toward /aying them. Begin your In- 


cantations, as ſoon as you pleaſe. The Prefs 


is open: and you never had a fairer Opportunity, 
of trying your Strength upon John Calvin, than 
at preſent. Only, take Care, that you do not, 
with all your Skill in Theological Magic, get 
yourſelf into a Circle, ont of which you may find 
it difficult to retreat. And, a little to mitigate 


your Wrath againſt the Raifers of Calvins Oboſt; 


remember, that you yourſelf have been a great 
Ghoſt· raiſer, in your Time. Who rais'd the Ghoſts 


of John Goofwin, the Arminian Regicide; and 


& N <a 7 e WF who 
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ralsꝰd the Ghoſt of 3 De Renty, the Frinch 
Papift; and of many other Romiſb Enthuſiaſts; by 


tranſlating their Lives into Exgliſb, for the Edi- 
fication of Proteſtant Readers? 


Should you take any Notice of this Letter, 
I have Three Requeſts to make. 
x. Don't Nin clandeſtinely. 
2. Don't quote unfairly. 
* 3. Don't anſwer eyaſively. 
Canvaſs the Points of Doctrine, wherein we 


differ, as ſtrictly as you can. They will ſtand 


the Teſt; they ſcorn Diſguiſe; they diſdain to ſue 
for Quarter. TRUTH, like our Firſt Parents 
in the State of Innocence, can ſhew herſelf, naked, 
without being either afraid, or aſham'd: And he 


that doth Truth, comtth to the Light, that bis 


Deeds may be made manifeſt 1 they are . 
in Go. 


00 n «th; i 
Principle, and no longer proſtitute your Time 


and Talents to the wiredrawing of Chicanery, 


and the Circulation of Error! I am not inſenſi- 
ble of your Parts: But, alas! what is diſtinguiſh'd 


Ability, if not wedded to Integrity? No leſs juſt, . 


than ingenious, is the Remark of a Learned and 


Noble Writer: The Riches of the Mind, like 


p vc thoſe 
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4 thoſe of Fortune, may. be employ'd ſo perverſely, 
4 ag to become a Nuiſance and Peſt, inſtead of 
an Ornament and rey ogy ee | 


4 = 


| Jam, Sir 


Weftminfter ; 7 
March 26, 1770. 
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